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Indiana Division of Forestry Tract-level - Ecological Resource Review 
 

Date of Review:       

State Forest:       

Forester:       

Compartment:       Township:       

Tract(s):       Range:       

Total Acres:       Section(s):       

 

1.  Tract-level Habitat Overview 
 

Using readily available resources (aerial photos, area maps, GIS, personal knowledge, etc.), estimate the proportion of each 

cover/habitat type within 1 mile of tract center.   
 

Habitat/cover type 0% 0 < 1% 1-10% 11-50% 51-90% >90% Unknown 

Closed-canopy deciduous/mixed forest        

Pine/conifer plantations or natural stands        

Early successional forest (< 20 years old)        

Shrub-scrub or old field        

Grasslands/hayfield        

Cropland, pastures, feedlots        

Open water (lakes, ponds, rivers, streams, etc.)        

Riparian areas        

Developed areas        

Other:        
 

1.1. Consider whether the proposed management activities for the tract would significantly alter the relative proportion and 

availability of habitat/cover types throughout the assessment area. Consider both short- and long-term changes and 

conditions. Discuss in the tract Resource Management Guide the possible impacts on habitat/cover types that would be 

completely converted or significantly reduced due to the proposed management activities. Consult with DoF Forest 

Wildlife Specialist, if necessary.  

1.2. Consider whether the proposed management activities would significantly disrupt travel/dispersal corridors or create 

isolated habitat units separated from larger units of similar habitat. This is especially important when species of special 

conservation need have been observed in the area and could be affected by such habitat fragmentation. If applicable, 

address these considerations in the Resource Management Guide, including short- and long-term impacts. Consult with 

DoF Forest Wildlife Specialist, if necessary.       

1.3. Consider whether the proposed management activity will increase the likelihood that specialist interior forest species 

would be affected by generalist species using forest edge habitats. Where practical, avoid situations where the 

perimeter of proposed regeneration (or permanent) openings would be located within 200 feet of maintained forest 

edges. Maintained edges include those between forest and terrestrial habitats maintained to not naturally revert into 

forest, such as agricultural fields, developed areas, “daylighted” permanent roads, or maintained utility right-of-way 

corridors. Consult with DoF Forest Wildlife Specialist if the proposed management activity will include one or 

more regeneration or permanent openings totaling > 5 acres within 200 feet of maintained forest edges. 

1.4. Where applicable, discuss in Resource Management Guide compliance with guidelines regarding cover types affected 

by proposed activities, such as the use of Best Management Practices where open water and riparian areas occur.  
 

2.  Structural Habitat Features (Snags, Cavity Trees, and Legacy Trees)  
                     YES  _ NO 

2.1. Were structural habitat features included in tract inventory? .......................................................................         

2.2. If done, did all structural habitat feature inventories meet or exceed all compartment-level guidelines? ....         

2.3. Is a hardcopy summary of the habitat feature inventory results included in this tract’s management file? .         
 

If “no” is checked for any box above, address in tract Resource Management Guide. If “no” is checked for 2.2, consider if 

further tract-level management is necessary and address in tract Resource Management Guide. 
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3.  Special Habitats 
 

Are any special habitats present within or near tract? (check if ‘yes’) 

     Permanent wetlands and pools (typically annual inundation; not including created “wildlife ponds”) 

    Seasonal/ephemeral wetlands and pools 

 Wildlife ponds (created) 

 Springs/seeps 

 Sinkholes, caves, or other karst features 

 Ledges, rock outcrops, cliffs, talus slopes 

 Other:       
 

For each special habitat present, refer to appropriate guidelines in DoF Procedure Manual and address 

management/planning considerations in the tract Resource Management Guide.  If impacts are unavoidable, describe 

possible short- and long-term impacts and how these may be mitigated.  Also, be sure to document the location of each 

special habitat. 
 

4.  IDNR Natural Heritage Database Review 
                     YES    _NO 

4.1. Was a Natural Heritage Database review done?...........................................................................................         

4.2. If a review was done, has there been recent (< 20 years) documented evidence of plant or animal 

       species listed as endangered, special concern, threatened, or rare within or near this tract?........................         

4.3. Are the results of the Natural Heritage Database search included in this tract’s management file?.............         
 

If “no” is checked for 4.1 or 4.3, provide an explanation in tract Resource Management Guide. If “yes” is checked for 4.2 

and species, habitats, or communities of special conservation need could be affected by management activities, address this 

in the Resource Management Guide in terms of possible short- and long-term impacts. Include how you will address the 

conservation of each of these species/habitats/communities while planning for management activities. 
  

5.  Non-native Invasive Species 
 

In the table below, list all non-native invasive species that were observed during inventory or are known to exist within or 

near this tract. Consider level of management needed for each species, address management/monitoring in the tract 

Resource Management Guide, and map occurrences. 

 Management Actions 
(check all that apply) 

  

Species 

Immediate 

Management 

Required 

Monitoring/ 

Re-evaluation 

Recommended 

Addressed in 

Management 

Guide? 

Mapped? 

          

          

          

          

          

          

 

6.  Other Species Or Sign Observed During Inventory: 
      

 

 
 

Comments/Notes:       


